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0utline of the Presentation

¸ Welcome to all present

¸ Ward delimitation Process

¸ Recap on Ward Delimitaion

¸ Progress

¸ Challenges 

¸ This event again signifies the MDBôs commitment to 

involve all our key stakeholders in the ward delimitation 

process
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Introducing the MDB
¸ In terms of the Constitution and the Local Government: Municipal 

Demarcation Act, 1998 the MDB is an independent authority.

¸ Board members have a term of 5 years.

¸ The first Board was appointed by the President on 1 Feb 1999, the 
second one on 1 Feb 2004 and the present one on 20 Feb 2009.

¸ The current Board comprise of the following members:

¸ Mr. Landiwe Mahlangu (Chairperson)

¸ Ms. Nondumiso Gwayi (Deputy Chair)

¸ Dr. Vuyo Mlokoti 

¸ Khosi Tshililo Jeffrey Ramovha 

¸ Prof. Nico Steytler

¸ Me. Wendy Ovens 

¸ Mr. Ashraf Adam

¸ Mr. LD Tsotetsi 

¸ Me. Lynelle John 

¸ Me. Grace Castle 
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Functions of the MDB

The MDB is thus responsible for:

¸ The determination and re-determination of municipal 
boundaries; 

¸ The assessment of the capacity of district and local 
municipalities to perform their functions

¸ The declaration/withdrawal of district management 
areas

¸ The delimitation of wards for local elections;

¸ The categorisation of municipalities.
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May/Jun 2009 SEPT ðDec 2009 April ðSept 2010 Sept 2010 - May 2011

PHASE 1

Planning

PHASE 2

Consultation

PHASE 3

Legal process:

Objections

& final 

boundaries

PHASE 4

Electoral

Process

Municipal Delimitation Process

MDB/IEC/Min./MECs
MDB/IEC/Municipalities/Public

IEC
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IEC Minister MEC MDB MDB
MDB

IEC

Voters roll 

in Mun 

segments

900 000

Minister

Formula: 

Number

Councillo

rs

100

MEC

Apply 

formula

& adjust 

10%

90

MDB

Calculates

number of 

wards

90/2

45

MDB

Deter -

mines

Norm

900 000

/45 =

20 000

MDB

Deviates 

from

norm

20000 + 

15%

=23 000

Or

20000-

15% =

17 000

Phase 1: Planning
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Public 

Participation on

Boardôs 

technical

boundaries 

Circulars,

media and

website

Public 

participation 

on their

boundaries.

Notices and

reviewed

boundaries

distributed

for further 

comments

Municipalities/

public  

participates 

second time. 

Comments

incorporated

in notices

and maps.

Responses on

Submissions.

Logistics

For public

Hearings.

Maps

Updated.

Hearing

packs

distributed.

Training.

Public 

Hearings.

Minutes

of public

hearings

examined.

Final wards

prepared for

Gazettes

Arrange -

ments with

Gov. Printer

Database for

objections

In house

draft 

boundaries

published

Submission 

considered.

Adjusted

wards

published

Notices and 

maps 

reviewed

and 

published

Sept 2004

Preparations

and

Public 

hearings

Final 

boundaries

prepared 

for legal 

process

Arrange -
ments for 

legal process

Dec/Jan

2005

Phase 2: Public Consultation process
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A re cap
The process for participation has been designed

as simple as possible:

¸ The first, and very important step, is to show the MDBôs proposed wards 
to all councillors, ward committees, and other local stakeholders.

¸ Should there be general agreement to accept the MDBôs proposed wards, 
complete form MDB1. That will then end your participation.

¸ Should a municipality and its stakeholders disagree with the MDBôs 
proposals, draw your own ward boundaries on the green map provided, 
and submit it together with MDB2 to the Board for consideration.

¸ In designing you own wards make sure that you comply with the criteria ï
especially the norm, as wards with less or more voters that is legally 
permitted, will be rejected automatically.

¸ Ensure that all wards affected by your proposal, comply with the norm.

¸ All the information required to make up your own wards appear on the 
Green map. You merely have to cluster voting districts together into a 
ward, draw a boundary around your proposed ward, and ensure that the 
total number of registered voters in each ward fall between the minimum 
and maximum voters allowed per ward. 
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GREEN MAP: Draw your own wards by putting 
voting districts together. Ensure compliance with the norm by 
adding up the number of registered voters in each VD in your 
ward. The total must be between the minimum and the maximum

Voting districts
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The process

In its planning for the ward delimitation process

the MDB wanted to:

¸ Empower municipalities with sufficient maps and 
information to consult ward committees and other local 
stakeholders

¸ Allow maximum time for municipalities to consult their 
local stakeholders before making submission to the 
MDB;

¸ Allow time for meetings with municipalities and 
stakeholders before the wards are gazetted in 
provincial gazettes for public objections.

¸ Speed up the process as far as possible to ensure that 
ward boundaries are handed to the IEC by 1 Sept 2009
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Progress

¸ Though we had a late start, the MDB is, in general, optimistic that 

it will finalise the process within the set timeframes

¸ The Minister gazetted the formulae for the number of councillors 

on 15 July 2009.

¸ Four MECs (FS, NW, WC & LIM) gazetted the number of

councillors during July 2009, and 4 MECs (NC, EC, MP & GT)

gazetted in August 2009.

¸ KZN is expected to publish this week.

¸ The draft ward boundaries and information packs to empower

municipalities to consult local stakeholders within their municipal

boundaries, have been couriered to municipalities between 13

August 2009 and 3 September 2009.

¸ This allows municipalities some 3.5 months to consult their ward

committees and local stakeholders.
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Progress
¸ The MDB in cooperation with the provinces, the IEC, SALGA and CDWs, 

attended a number of non-scheduled meetings to brief stakeholders, and 
the MDB would like to thank these stakeholders for their efforts and 
assistance.

¸ Two municipalities already completed the process, and I would like to 
convey the MDBôs appreciation and congratulations to Tswelopele Local 
Municipality  in the Free State, and Mookgopong Local Municipality  in 
Limpopo. Both already submitted their MDB1 form indicating that they 
consulted local stakeholders and agree with the MDB proposals.

¸ One municipality, Mamusa Local Municipality  in NW submitted from 
MDB2, which means that they have reached consensus within the 
municipality on alternative ward boundaries.

¸ Municipalities  that did not manage to reach consensus with their 
stakeholders, include Mohokare, Mafube, Ratlou, Tswaing, Mafikeng,   
Ditsobotla, Greater Taung, Kagisano/Molopo, City of Matlosana, 
Cederberg, Swellendam, George, Bitou, Beaufort West,  requested MDB3 
meetings.. 




