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MDB FINALISES 4,488 WARDS FOR 2026 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

The Municipal Demarcation Board (MDB) has finalised a total of 4,488 wards for the 2026

local government elections, representing 100% of all wards nationally.

The outstanding wards impacting four municipalities in KwaZulu Natal (eThekwini
Municipality; Mkhambathini Municipality; Inkosi Langalibalele Municipality and Alfred Duma
Municipality) were finalised on 30 April 2026. The provincial gazettes will be published in

May 2026. This marks the end of the ward delimitation process.

It should be highlighted that over the years, there has been an increase in the number of
voters resulting in proportional increase in number of wards in municipalities. This, amongst
others, results in a change in the configuration (form) of wards in municipalities. Wards also
change due to population dynamics in different areas, especially the inward and outward

migration of registered voters from one area to the other.

In essence, the MDB follows the ward delimitation criteria which is provided for in legislation,
and it is espoused as follows:

The MDB has to avoid splitting of communities as far as possible

Create identifiable ward boundaries.

Delimit wards that would enhance participatory democracy in local government.
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For each ward, the number of registered voters, may not vary by more than 15%
from the norm; and

e. Availability and location of a suitable place(s) for voting and counting,
considering:

. Communication and accessibility.

o Population density

o Topography and characteristics
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o Number of voters entitled to vote in required timeframe.

For the 2026 Local Government Elections (LGE), there has been a slight increase in the
overall number of wards in the country, although there are variations from one province to
the other.

In 2021, the MDB delimited 4468 wards and for 2026 at the end of the process, delimited
4488 wards.

Comparison of wards between 2016 and 2026 per Province

There is a marginal increase of 20 additional wards between 2021 and 2026, the majority

of which are found in Kwazulu-Natal Province as the tabular presentation below

demonstrates:
PROVINCE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
2016 2021 2026
EASTERN CAPE 705 710 703
FREE STATE 309 319 311
GAUTENG 529 529 526
KWAZULU-NATAL 870 901 921
LIMPOPO 566 568 568
MPUMALANGA 400 400 408
NORTH WEST 407 403 402
NORTHERN CAPE 204 232 233
WESTERN CAPE 402 406 416
TOTAL NUMBER OF WARDS | 4 392 4 468 4 488
NUMBER OF REGISTERED
VOTERS 25 383 361 26 749 806 27 723 675

At municipal level, there is marginal increases and decreases depending on dynamics in

each municipality which include population patterns and the number of registered voters.

Since this marks the end of the process and wards are configured, community members are
encouraged to familiarise themselves with their newly established wards to better

understand how boundary changes may affect their representation and voting stations



ahead of the 2026 local government elections. The date for the elections has been
announced as Wednesday, 04 November 2026.

“We are pleased to have concluded this extensive and rigorous process, made possible
through the patience, cooperation, and unwavering commitment of all stakeholders,
including members of the public. The MDB remains an independent and apolitical
organisation, committed to executing its mandate without fear, favour or prejudice. It must
be emphasised that our ward delimitation systems are designed to prevent any form of
manipulation and to ensure fair, credible, and unbiased outcomes. We extend our sincere
appreciation to all who participated in the process and encourage eligible voters to register
for the 04 November 2026 local government elections”, said Thabo Manyoni, Chairperson
of the Board.

The MDB further encourages communities to make use of the #KNOWYOURWARDS web-

based application, available on its website at www.demarcation.org.za, to familiarise

themselves with their ward information.
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