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Navigate and explore the new Congratulations
MDB at Dundonald Mall wards for the 2026 Local to our graduating
Government Exhibition Day Govenment class
On 25 June 2026, the Municipal Elections.

Demarcation Board (MDB) was among
several government departments and
entities that set up at Dundonald Mall
in Mpumalanga. This was part of the
quarterly GovExhibition Day facilitated
by the Government Communication
and Information System (GCIS).
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CHAIRPERSON'S

Thabo Manyoni | MDB Chairperson

OUR NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE:
FREEDOM LIVES IN EVERY GENERATION

As we commemorate Youth Month, | dedicate this article
first and foremost to the youth of MDB and the youth of
South Africa, in recognition of their valuable contribution
to our country and their important role in shaping our
nation’s future. They represent a generation that carries the
hopes, aspirations, and promise of our democratic nation.

Despite the challenges they continue to face, our young
people consistently demonstrate remarkable resilience,
innovation, and determination. Their commitment and
potential continue to inspire confidence in building a
stronger, more inclusive, and prosperous South Africa. We
should remain mindful that the freedom we enjoy today
comes with responsibilities. It calls for active citizenship,
meaningful participation in national processes, discipline,
collaboration, and a shared commitment to peaceful
solutions that advance sustainable social and economic
development. As we honour the legacy of those who fought
for freedom, we must continue to contribute positively to
our communities and work together to build a society that
creates opportunities for present and future generations.

As an institution, we have resolved to prioritise youth
participation in our processes. During our 2025 education
and awareness campaign on ward delimitation, we
engaged extensively with students at institutions of
higher learning across the country. We continued these
engagements in 2026, most recently in Limpopo and
Gauteng, where young people demonstrated a keen
interest in understanding and contributing to democratic
processes, including the factors that inform ward
boundary changes undertaken every five years ahead of
local government elections.

We are pleased to announce that the ward delimitation
process has been completed, resulting in the finalisation
of 4,488 wards across South Africa. Citizens can now
verify their wards in preparation for the 2026 Local
Government Elections. We encourage all eligible voters,
particularly young people, to register and ensure
that they vote in the area where they are registered.

To assist citizens, the Know Your Ward Application has
been designed to provide easy access to ward information
and enable users to navigate ward boundaries with ease.
In recent months, we have also conducted feedback
sessions with various stakeholders including citizens,
to explain the reasons behind ward changes. These
adjustments are informed by established ward
delimitation criteria and norms, including the number
of councillors determined by the respective MECs, the
number of registered voters, and population distribution
within municipalities as per the Municipal Structures Act
(Act 117 of 1998).

The Ward delimitation process is a fundamental
democratic process aimed at ensuring fair and proportional
representation in local government. Changes are often
necessary to reflect shifts in voter registration and
population patterns. Following the finalisation of wards
and their handover to the Electoral Commission of South
Africa (IEC), the Commission will determine voting districts
and undertake the necessary preparations for the Local
Government Elections scheduled for 4 November 2026.

We remain encouraged by the growing level of youth
participation in our programmes and processes. This
positive trend reinforces our commitment to transparency,
accessibility, and robust public engagements.

We have no doubt that when the time comes for the next
generation to assume leadership, South Africa’s youth will
be ready to take the baton and help reshape the future
of our country. Their energy, innovation, and commitment
to democracy are essential to building a prosperous and
inclusive South Africa.

As the nation prepares for the 2026 Local Government
Elections, we encourage all young South Africans to
become active participants in shaping our democracy.
Register to vote, stay informed, and make your voice
count. Freedom lives in every generation, and the future
of our nation depends on the choices we make today.
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Local Government Elections 2026

MDB FINALISES WARDS FOR
2026 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

The Municipal Demarcation Board (MDB) has finalised a total of 4,488 wards
for the 2026 Local Government Elections (LGE).

The #KnowYourWards App is an interactive web-map application designed
to help you navigate and explore the new wards for the 2026 LGE.

KNOW YOUR WARDS

For more information:
Go directly to the info portal:
Scan the QR Code

#KNOWYOURWARDS Register to vote on: registertovote.elections.org.za
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Bringing Government to
the People

MDB at Dundonald Mall
Government Exhibition Day

On 25 June 2026, the Municipal Demarcation
Board (MDB) was among several government
departments and entities that set up at Dundonald
Mall in Mpumalanga. This was part of the quarterly
GovExhibition Day facilitated by the Government
Communication and Information System (GCIS). The
activation drew steady foot traffic throughout the day,
with shoppers, families, and community members
pausing to engage with government representatives —
many of them encountering the MDB for the first time.

The GovExhibition Day concept is rooted in a simple
but powerful idea: that government should not wait
for citizens to come to it, but should instead avail
itself in spaces already occupied by people as part of
their everyday routines. Shopping malls, community
centres, and public squares become temporary
government access points — not bureaucratic
offices, but familiar, welcoming environments where
a conversation about service delivery can happen
naturally, between a citizen and a public servant, on
an ordinary afternoon.
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For the MDB, participation in these quarterly
exhibitions is part of a broader institutional commitment
to public accessibility and civic education. As a
constitutional entity tasked with demarcating the
boundaries of municipalities and delimiting ward
boundaries, the MDB plays a foundational role in
how local government is structured and how political
representation is apportioned across South Africa.

The Dundonald Mall activation offered an opportunity
to change that. MDB officials engaged members of the
public on the organisation’s mandate, explaining how
municipal boundaries affect the delivery of services
such as water, electricity, sanitation, and roads as
well as how ward delimitation directly shapes a
community’s political voice. Residents were also given
the opportunity to ask questions, raise concerns,
and learn about the processes through which the
MDB makes its determinations, including the public
participation mechanisms available to communities
who wish to engage with boundary-related processes.

The MDB was joined at the exhibition by other
government departments, each rendering services
and sharing information relevant to the daily lives
of Mpumalanga residents. The collective presence
of government under one roof reinforced a unified
message: that the state is not a distant institution, but
one that is present, listening, and accountable to the
people it serves.

As the MDB continues to embed public engagement
into its institutional culture. Such activations are
a reminder that demarcation work is ultimately
about people and ensuring that every South African
lives within a municipality that is fairly constituted,
adequately resourced, and responsive to the needs of
its community. Dundonald Mall on 25 June 2026 was
not just a government exhibition, it was democracy

made visible, one conversation at a time.

#GovExhibitionDay

— — ————

B= BORDER MANAGEMENT AUTHORI
SECURE BORDERS FOR DEVELOPMENT
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MDB Takes Youth Engagement to Phagameng
Secondary School
Y

Career Expo | Limpopo | 16 June 2026

directly to the youth of Phagameng — because democracy is not built in
boardrooms alone. It is built in classrooms, in communities, and in the minds of

On Youth Day 2026, the Municipal Demarcation Board (MDB) took its message
young South Africans who understand the power of their voice.

From the Classroom to the Constitution:
More Than a Public Holiday

Every year on 16 June, South Africa pauses to honour
the 1976 Soweto Uprising — a defining moment
when young people rose against an unjust system
and changed the course of history. The Soweto youth
did not wait to be invited into the conversation. They
demanded to be heard.

Youth Day is not merely a commemoration of the past.
It is a renewed commitment to ensuring that today’s
youth are equipped, informed, and empowered to
participate meaningfully in the democracy that those
young heroes helped birth. The Municipal Demarcation
Board takes this responsibility seriously — and that
is precisely why we were at Phagameng Secondary
School on the day.

The Municipal Demarcation Board (MDB) took its
message directly to the youth of Phagameng —
because democracy is not built in boardrooms alone.
It is built in classrooms, in communities, and in the
minds of young South Africans who understand the

power of their voice.
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The learners were empowered on who and what the
MDB is in terms of its constitutional mandate. Our core
mandate is straightforward but deeply consequential:
we determine and re-determine the boundaries of
municipalities across South Africa.

But what does that mean in practice — and why does
it matter to a learner sitting in a classroom in Limpopo?
It means the MDB decides which municipality you fall
under. It determines where your ward begins and ends.
It influences how services reach your community,
who your ward councilor is, and ultimately, how the
democratic system translates your vote into local
governance that affects your everyday life.

Career Expos are exactly the kind of platform the
MDB values — one that brings opportunity directly
to learners and they are not just about choosing a
profession. They are about expanding the horizons
of what is possible and understanding the institutions
that shape the environment in which any career will
unfold.

For learners in Limpopo, understanding the MDB
is particularly relevant. Limpopo is a province with
diverse municipal structures, ongoing boundary
considerations, and communities that are deeply
invested in how local governance functions. The MDB’s
presence here today is a signal: your province matters,
your voice matters, and your future is connected to the
decisions we make.
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MDB In Orlando, Soweto-1976 @50

Youth Month partnership event | Hosted in collaboration with the

National House of Traditional and Khoi-San Leaders (NHTKL)

The MDB’s participation at Phagameng Secondary
School on Youth Day did not happen in isolation.
It is part of a deliberate, sustained commitment to
youth engagement that defined the MDB’s June 2026
calendar — and that commitment was powerfully
demonstrated just days earlier, on 13 June 2026.

On 13 June, the MDB participated in a Youth Month
partnership event hosted in collaboration with the
National House of Traditional and Khoi-San Leaders

SAAPA SA Alcohol
Taxation Pelicy Campaign
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Inflation

13 June 2026

(NHTKL) — asignificant gathering that brought together
government institutions, traditional leadership, and the
youth of South Africa to reflect on freedom, identity,
and democratic participation.

For the MDB, the event was an opportunity to speak
directly to a critical pillar of youth participation: the
Ward Delimitation process and its inseparable link to
voting.

FROM
SUBJEC
BESCITIZEN

£ MUNICIPAL WARD +

DELIMITATION PROCESS

The presence of the Palestinian Ambassador at the NHTKL Youth Month
event added a profound layer of meaning to the occasion — a reminder that
the struggle for self-determination, dignity, and recognised borders is not
unique to South Africa. It is a global human story, and one that resonates
deeply with the youth of a country born from its own liberation struggle.

municipal demarcation board
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Ward Delimitation: Why young people must
be in this conversation

At the 1976@50 Youth Month event, the MDB
addressed one of the most misunderstood — vyet
most consequential — processes in South African
democracy: Ward Delimitation.

Ward delimitation is the process by which the MDB
divides municipalities into wards ahead of Local
Government Elections. It is a technical exercise
grounded in data, geography, and legislation — but its
impact is anything but abstract. The ward you live in
determines:

« Who your ward councillor is — the elected
representative closest to your daily life

+ Which political party candidates appear on your
ballot in the ward councillor vote

* How your community’s needs are represented within
the broader municipal council
« Where voting stations are located and how
accessible they are to your household
« How vyour community’s population size and
demographics are reflected in local governance
The MDB emphasised that young people — as
registered voters and as future community leaders —
have both the right and the responsibility to engage
with the ward delimitation process. Public participation
is not optional. It is constitutionally guaranteed,
and it is the mechanism through which ordinary
citizens, including the youth, can influence how their
communities are represented.

As South Africa marks 1976 @50 — fifty years since the Soweto Uprising —
the MDB’s message is clear: the youth of 1976 fought for the right to vote.
The youth of 2026 must honour that sacrifice not only by voting, but by
understanding the systems that make every vote count. Ward delimitation
is one of those systems.

The 1976@50 commemoration is more than a moment
of reflection. It is a call to action. Fifty years on, the
question is no longer whether young people have the
right to participate — the Constitution guarantees
it. The question is whether they are equipped to do
so meaningfully. The MDB’s engagement at both the
NHTSL event and at Phagameng Secondary School is
a direct response to that question.

Through partnerships with institutions like the National
House of Traditional and Khoi-San Leaders, the MDB
is extending its reach into communities that might
otherwise remain outside the formal public participation
process — ensuring that traditional communities, rural
youth, and historically marginalised voices are not left
behind when ward boundaries are drawn.

SAAPA SA Alcahol
Tasation Palicy Campaign
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The MDB’s Commitment to Youth Participation

The MDB recognises that meaningful democracy expos and educational institutions is a deliberate
requires an informed citizenry — and that citizenship expression of this commitment. Here is what youth
begins with young people. Our presence at career participation in MDB processes looks like in practice:

+ Public Participation in Boundary Determinations:
When the MDB conducts boundary re-
determinations, communities — including young
people — have the right to submit representations,
attend public hearings, and make their voices heard.
Your input shapes decisions that affect your town,
your ward, and your future.

+ Ward Delimitation and Local Government Elections
(LGE): The MDB is responsible for delimiting wards
ahead of every Local Government Election. Young
people who register to vote are directly affected by
ward boundaries — they determine who represents
them at local level.

* Youth as Future Practitioners: The MDB’s work draws
on expertise in law, urban planning, geography, data
analysis, communications, governance, and public
administration. Today’s learners are tomorrow’s X FROM
professionals who will shape how institutions like SUBJECT 2
the MDB operate. ':-_-f.-' CITIZE“

« Civic Education and Awareness: The MDB actively
engages with schools, universities, and youth
organisations to build awareness about local
government structures. The more young people
understand these systems, the more effectively they
can hold government accountable.

LOCAL ACTION

Happy Youth Day from the Municipal Demarcation Board
‘Determining boundaries. Building democracy. Investing in youth.”
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Celebrating Excellence

It is with immense pride and joy that we celebrate the
remarkable achievements of our graduates. This month/
quarter, we honor not just the certificates and degrees
earned, but the countless hours of dedication, sacrifice,
and perseverance that made these milestones possible.

Education is one of the most powerful investments
anyone can make — in themselves and in the world
around them. It equips us with the tools to think
critically, solve complex problems, and contribute
meaningfully to our fields and communities. Every
qualification earned within our organization is a
testament to the belief that learning never stops, and
that growth is always possible, no matter where we are
in our careers or lives.

To our graduates: know that your journey has not gone
unnoticed. Your commitment to bettering yourselves
while fulfilling your professional responsibilities has
been a quiet but powerful source of motivation for
your colleagues. You have shown that it is possible to
balance ambition with responsibility, and in doing so,
you have raised the bar for what we can all aspire to
achieve. Your progress reminds us that with focus and
determination, our goals are within reach.

The rewards of your efforts extend far beyond the
qualifications you now hold. You carry with you a
deeper confidence, an expanded perspective, and a

Congratulations to our graduating class

sharpened ability to lead and innovate. These are gifts
that will serve you — and this organization — for years
to come. We look forward to seeing how you apply
your knowledge and continue to grow in your roles.

A Special Congratulations to Dr. Bonolo Letlape

We would be remiss not to pause and celebrate a
truly historic achievement within our organization. A
heartfelt and resounding congratulations to Dr. Bonolo
Letlape, who has earned her doctoral degree and, in
doing so, has made history as the youngest doctor in
our organization at just 37 years of age. Dr. Letlape’s
accomplishment is extraordinary — a shining example
of brilliance, grit, and unwavering commitment to
excellence. She is an inspiration to every one of
us, and we have no doubt that her contributions
will leave a lasting mark on this organization and
beyond. We are incredibly proud of you, Dr. Letlape!

To all our graduates, this is not an ending — it is a
beginning. You now stand at the threshold of new
possibilities, armed with knowledge and the confidence
that comes from knowing you can achieve what you
set your mind to. This organization celebrates you,
supports you, and looks forward to the incredible
things you will accomplish.

Once again, congratulations to all our graduates.
You have made us proud.
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Physical Address:

Eco Origins - Block C1,
349 Witch-Hazel Street,
Centurion,

Pretoria, 0157,

South Africa
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Postal Address: Telephone:
Private Bag x123, +27 12 342 2481
Centurion, Facsimile:

0046, +27 12 342 2480
South Africa

Website:
www.demarcation.org.za

Email:
info@demarcation.org.za
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